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INTRODUCTION1

As in all the assemblies of the saints, let the women keep silent
in the assemblies, because it is not permitted to them to speak;
but rather they are to be submissive even as (also) the law says.
But if they desire to learn anything let them inquire of their own
men at home—because it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in
the assembly. Or is it from you that the Word of God originated?
Or are you the only ones it has reached? (1 Cor. 14:33b–36,
please see endnote 1).

This paragraph was written by the apostle Paul to the Lord’s church
in Corinth in the spring of approximately A.D. 57.2 His 1 Corinthian
letter was written from the city of Ephesus, likely in the latter part of
Paul’s three year stay in that city.3

No major textual variations are found in these verses, but some
ancient authorities transpose these verses to appear after verse 40.4
Lightfoot thinks this is a radical surgery on the text to obviate an
exegetical difficulty. The difficulty “appears” to be that verses 32 and
37 deal with prophecy. Thus, some think, Paul’s directions for women
should not appear in the middle section of these statements about
prophecy.5

Another textual difficulty is if the phrase, “as in all churches of the
saints” (v. 33b), is to be aligned with the closing of verse 33, or with
the beginning of verse 34. The evidence seems in favor of it appearing
at the beginning of verse 34.6 Most modern exegetes connect the phrase
in this fashion. Lenski appropriately explains that verse 33a is complete
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in itself. Paul stated that God was not the author of confusion in verse
33a. Why would Paul, after stating this fact, point the Corinthians to
other congregations and their proceedings? If other churches allowed
confusion, this was error for them as well as it was for the Corinthians.
However, concerning the public speaking of women in Corinth, Paul
may very well be referring the Corinthians to the established practice
in other congregations to open this thought of women keeping silence
in the assemblies.

The practice in the assemblies of the saints is to let the women keep
silence. Paul points the Corinthians to this practice of other congrega-
tions in opening this pericope.

THE CHURCH IN CORINTH
It is likely the church at Corinth gave the apostle Paul more

heartache than any other congregation. It seems they had more serious
problems than any first century church. Why was this the case?

First, one needs to consider the city in which this church was
located. The city of Corinth was actually a land route between the East
and the West. There were also several sea routes that converged upon
Corinth’s two harbors. Corinth was also the capital of the province of
Achaia. As a result of these factors, this city was extremely prosperous.
It was also a cosmopolitan city. Although this city was one of Rome’s
greatest, it was also extremely immoral. Corinth was infamous for its
vice and licentiousness. The name of this city became a byword in the
ancient world for gross immorality and fornication. Corinth was a
center for the worship of the goddess Aphrodite (goddess of Love and
Life). Many other heathen deities were located here. Likely, the
worship of this goddess was extremely immoral. We know this was the
case before the days of the first century and that it likely continued to
be the same.7 This city was characterized by moral laxity and intellec-
tual pride. Some scholars think men and women were looked upon as
completely equal by many citizens. It is understandable that a congre-
gation surrounded by this type of environment is likely to be troubled
with many serious problems. This is exactly what one notices from this
epistle. As one brother said: “It was good for the church to be in
Corinth, but it was bad for Corinth to be in the church.”8 “These
disciples were called to be God’s people in the Vanity Fair (or Las
Vegas) of the Roman Empire.”9 We can notice the many problems of
this church in the epistle itself. There were many social and economic
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differences in the church in this city (7:20-24, 11:21-34). Some of these
Christians had been deeply involved in pagan immorality (6:9-11). As
Greeks, some would likely exhibit arrogant intellectualism. Also,
Greeks were at times given to a rather factious spirit (1:10-13; 3:1-5).

It was while Paul was in Ephesus on his third missionary journey
that he learned about the many problems and questions troubling the
Corinthian church. There was obviously anxious concern on Paul’s part
for this church. Therefore, while he was in Ephesus, he wrote to them
to deal with their problems and to answer the questions they had asked
of him. This seems to be the basic purpose of this book.10

This chapter is concerned with the problems caused by the behavior
of the women in the Corinthian congregation and how Paul dealt with
them. Paul shows that Christ and His truth answers every problem and
every question in Corinth.

THE LETTER OF 1 CORINTHIANS
This letter furnishes inspired instructions concerning many church

problems that occurred in the Corinthian church. Notice the problems
and events mentioned in this epistle that follow. Paul writes:

1. To rebuke the factious spirit, and explain the relation between
the Christian and His work (chs. 1-4).

2. To encourage disciplining of one guilty of fornication (ch. 5).
3. To rebuke these brethren for taking one another to court over

trivial matters (ch. 6).
4. To answer their questions about marriage (ch. 7).
5. To answer their questions concerning the eating of meat

offered to idols (chs. 8-10).
6. To correct certain conduct of the women (ch. 11).
7. To correct disorders in the use of spiritual gifts (chs. 12-l4).
8. To refute the idea of no general resurrection (ch. 15).
9. To encourage their collection for the poor saints (ch. l6).

10. To explain his future plans and commend certain fellow-
workers (ch.16).11

NOTICE THE CONTEXT
The context of the pericope must be given careful consideration.

One must note the larger context in which our text is located. In
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1 Corinthians 11-14, Paul discussed many things regarding the
Corinthian Christians and their assembly. In 11:1-16, he explained the
women’s place is one of subjection to the man; in 11:17-34, Paul
discussed the observance of the Lord’s Supper; in 12:1-31, he discussed
the role and significance of the spiritual gifts; in 13:1-13, he empha-
sized the important place of love in the use of the spiritual gifts; in
14:1-28, he discussed tongue speaking; in 14: 29-33, Paul discussed
prophecy; in 14:34-36, he clearly explained the role of women in the
assembly; then, in 14:37-40, he explained these regulations of order
were from God.

The immediate context of our text shows that there was confusion
in the assemblies and a misuse of the spiritual gifts God had given to
the church in Corinth. To eliminate this confusion and abuse, Paul
wrote to assure them that all things must be done “decently and in
order” (14:40). In performing this task, Paul set forth certain divine
regulations for the assembly. The first regulation was that all things
must be done for the edification of the whole church (14:5, 12, 26).
Tongue speaking was to be done by two or, at most, by three; it was to
be done in order, and if no interpreter was present the tongue speaker
must remain silent (14:27-28). Two or three prophets are to speak and
the others judge (14:29). If something is revealed to one, then the first
is to be silent (14:30). They are to prophesy one by one (14:31). There
must not be confusion (14:32-33a). Finally, as in all the assemblies of
the saints, the women are to keep silence in the assembly, because they
are not permitted to speak (14:34). They are not to disturb the speakers
even by asking a question, “for it is disgraceful for a woman to speak
in the church” (14:35, NIV). Then he closed the pericope by asking:
“Did the word of God originate with you? Or are you the only people
it has reached?” (14:36, NIV). Here the prohibition of all public
speaking by women in the assemblies is in the nature of an appendix to
his regulations about the public use of tongue speaking and prophecy.12

WHY ARE WOMEN TO KEEP SILENT?
As one outlines this pericope, he notes the various sections of our

text. Paul introduces the pericope by referring to other assemblies of
God’s people. He explained that in other assemblies this is the way the
case stands with God’s people. Then he noted five reasons why women
are to be silent in the assembly and why, if they have questions, they
are to ask their husbands at home. Notice the reasons following:
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1. The first reason is simply that they are not permitted to speak.
An inspired apostle simply says they are not given that right.

2. Rather they are to assume a role of subordination just as the
law says.

3. Because it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in the assembly.
4. Did the Word of God originate from this church?
5. Did it reach these brethren only?

These last two reasons (14:36) were ironic questions asked by Paul
used to close this pericope.

In outlining this pericope one finds that Paul said women are to be
silent in the assembly for these five reasons. As one notes in the
outline, the same reasons are also why, if they desire to learn anything,
they are not to speak up in the assembly, but rather to ask their
husbands (men) at home. (Note the diagramed outlines of the text at the
end of this chapter.)

The words of Paul are clear and emphatic. He plainly said that
women were to keep silence in the church. The word translated
“silence” means to be quiet. It means to keep silence or to hold one’s
peace.13 The same word is translated “to hold one’s peace” in Luke
9:36; 18:39; 20:26. It is said in Acts 15:12 that a multitude kept silence
and listened to Paul and Barnabas. Again, we are speaking of the same
word translated “silence” in our text. This Greek word sigao means to
say nothing, to keep silence.14 This word is found in 1 Corinthians
14:28 where the tongue speaker was told to keep silence in the church
if there were no interpreter. Paul explained: “But if a revelation be
made to another sitting by, let the first keep silence” (1 Cor. l4:30,
ASV). He is to be quiet. This is the same word used in 14:34.15

WHERE WERE THE WOMEN TO KEEP SILENT?
Where were the women to keep silence? Paul said they were to

keep silence in the assemblies. This Greek word here translated
“assemblies” is the plural form of ekklesia. This word was used among
the Greeks referring to a body of citizens gathered to discuss the affairs
of state (Acts 19:39). In the Septuagint, it was used to designate the
gathering of Israel.16 Arndt and Gingrich explain this word to mean, in
this context, “a church meeting.”17 The rendering of this word is “the
congregation, church, assembly as it is in Corinth.”18 In a Christian
sense, here it is “an assembly of Christians gathered for worship. The
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whole Corinthian church was accustomed to assemble in one and the
same place.19 The word is translated “assembly” in Acts 19:32, 39, 41.
It is also obvious from the context that this was the intended meaning
of this word. Paul spoke of the time “when ye come together in the
church [assembly]” (1 Cor. 11:18). In 11:20, he spoke of the Corinthi-
ans coming together in one place to eat the Lord’s Supper. Also, in
11:33, he spoke of this coming together. Paul explained, in 14:4, that
one who prophesied edified the church (assembly). In 14:19, he spoke
of the importance of being understood in the church (assembly). Then,
in 14:23, he spoke again of the whole church being together in one
place. He told the tongue-speaker to keep silence in the church
(assembly) if there is no interpreter. And finally, he said the women
were to keep silence in the assemblies (14:34). It was disgraceful for
women to speak in the assembly (14:35).20

These instructions were to be applied to a formal public worship
assembly of the church. Therefore, Paul said that speaking in the formal
worship assembly of the church by women was forbidden. This rule
was not only to apply to Corinth, but to all the churches (14:33b).21

But why are the women to be silent in the assemblies? Paul
answers: “[F]or it is not permitted unto them to speak” (14:34). The
word “for” is translated from the Greek word gar, and in this verse it
means “because.” It is a particle of affirmation and conclusion denoting
truly, therefore, or as the case stands. As in1 Corinthians 11:5, it
adduces the cause or gives the reason of a preceding statement. It gives
the reason or cause why a thing must be avoided.22 It properly assigns
a reason used in an argument, explanation, or intensification.23 Thus,
Paul said women are to be silent in the assemblies because they are not
permitted (epitrepo) to speak. Epitrepo contains the idea to permit or
to allow something. It literally means to “turn over to.”24 Paul said the
women are not allowed to speak.25 “This right is not turned-over to
them, it is withheld from them, it is turned over only to men.”26

WHAT ABOUT THE TERM LALEO?
The word translated “to speak” (laleo) has found some contention

in scholarship. There are some who say it is an injunction against the
women chattering. However, W.E. Vine has noted this verb is not used
in this way elsewhere in the New Testament. Blackwelder contends the
word means primarily to utter sounds and not necessarily intelligible
words. He says here it is used in an onomatopoetic fashion of “la-la-
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ing.” He says this “la-la-ing” represented their undertones of noise in
asking questions (14:35). Thus, he concludes that Paul is not prohibit-
ing their speaking or even their preaching, but rather their disturbance
of asking questions. “Let your women keep silence in the churches; for
it is not permitted to them to speak (to continue la-la-ing) ... It is a
shame for women to speak (to go on la-la-ing).”27

Blackwelder admits that laleo can refer to expressing words with
the living voice. He also says it is used sometimes to speak articulately
and intelligently.28 It would seem one should note how Paul used this
word in chapter 14, as well as in other passages to understand its
meaning in our text. Paul used this same word repeatedly in chapter 14
and his meaning was simply to speak.29 As we note other writings of
Paul, in which he used this word, we never find him using this word in
the way Blackwelder is suggesting.30 Also opposed to the idea is the
use of this word throughout chapter 14 in reference to tongue speaking
and prophecy rather than the asking of questions. It seems also to have
been forgotten that this speaking in the assembly (14:34) is being
contrasted to women asking questions at home (14:35).

Laleo did refer to indistinguishable sounds in the Greek classical
period. So, some claim Paul is only forbidding chattering in the
assembly. Yet this interpretation does not account for Paul’s reference
to the law. The women were not to speak, but rather to be submissive
as the law says.

Others, such as Barrett, think laleo only refers to inspired speech
in this chapter. It is often pointed out that verses 33b-36 are found in a
section concerning prophecy. Yet, as we examine this chapter we find
it is not necessary to restrict laleo only to inspired speaking. It is
evident that its use in 14:11 is not speaking of inspired speech. Since
chapter 14 is dealing with spiritual gifts, it is logical that laleo was used
in connection with these same gifts. However, we cannot justly
conclude that laleo refers exclusively to such gifts. Although 14:33b-36
does appear in a section about prophecy, the verses are found in a larger
section concerning the edification of the church.

Paul prohibited women from speaking formally in the public
worship assemblies. The same principle applies whether he spoke of
inspired or uninspired speech. “It would be better to say simply that
Paul is prohibiting women who speak or who seek to speak generally
in the assembly.”31
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Then, Paul said: “[B]ut rather they are to be submissive as the law
says.” I have translated the word alia “but rather.” This word is an
adversative particle. It has the idea of other things than those just
mentioned.32 The word indicates a difference or a contrast to what has
just proceeded. The idea is “on the contrary.” So, he said, the women
are not to speak; on the contrary, they are to be submissive as the law
says.

The words “they are to be submissive” is from one Greek word,
hupotasso. The word is actually a combination of two words: Hupo–a
preposition meaning under, and tasso–to arrange in an orderly manner.
It means to subordinate, to be subject to, to submit to, or to be in
subjection.33 Vine says that this word is a military term meaning to rank
under.34 Thayer says it means to subject one’s self, or to submit to
another’s control.35 This word is an indication of submission. The
women are to renunciate the initiative in the assemblies. They must be
subordinate to the men, and they must subject themselves to the men if
they would obey Paul’s inspired instructions.36

The words I have translated “even as (also)” are from kathos and
kai. Kathos means: according as, just as, or inasmuch. Kai, in this
phrase, has a cumulative force. It really marks something added to what
has already been said.37 In the first place, women should keep silence
in the assemblies because an inspired man commanded it, and the law
expressing the same principle has a cumulative effect. The law is
actually used here to support an answer already noted. What the law
says is not the decisive argument, but a confirmation of what Paul has
already said. This is indicated since Paul used kai.

WAS THIS PROHIBITION
MERELY A CUSTOM IN PAUL’S DAY?

Paul’s usual meaning of law (nomos) is the Old Testament law. In
many of his writings it is evident this was his use of nomos. The law is
actually the original authority that does not permit the speaking of
women in the assembly. Paul said, that even the law taught what he was
teaching. Early in the five books of the Law, after the fall, it is stated
that woman became subordinate to man. God told the woman: “[A]nd
thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee” (Gen.
3:l6). This subjection became a part of God’s law along with the curse
placed on the ground (Gen. 3:17). Paul explained clearly how the law
subjects woman to man, saying: “For Adam was first formed, then Eve.
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And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the
transgression” (1 Tim. 2:13-14). In this act, Eve ignored her intended
subjection and with unwarranted independence brought sin into the
world. By the act of creation, and before and after the fall, the law
subjects woman to the man. Paul said plainly that woman was made for
the man, and that the head of woman is the man. (1 Cor. 11:3, 9).

So, the principle of subjection is not connected here with custom
or changing circumstances, but rather on facts that will always have
meaning—the creation of mankind and the entrance of sin into the
world. Paul thus informed the Corinthians that what he taught was not
temporary, but rather a permanent principle for God’s people. The idea
that women were to keep silent in the assemblies was for all of God’s
people of all time.

Some say Paul was only approaching a cultural problem that
related to custom. They affirm that since our customs for women are
different, Paul’s prohibition does not apply today. Note the following:

Paul in his conception of the place of women within the church
was unable to rise above the ideas which he had known all his
life. In the ancient world the place of women was low. Certainly
it would be very wrong to take these words of Paul and make
them a universal rule for the church.38

St. Paul’s teaching on this subject requires to be modified in
adaptation to Western civilization, and the wiser, better concep-
tions of woman’s mission which are happily characteristic of
modern times.39

However, the law of God subjects woman to man, not by custom, but
by the very act of creation. Any act by woman which sets aside her
subjection to man is a violation of God’s law. An act of this nature
would be her speaking in the assembly. One author well said: “We
cannot say what Paul wrote was well enough for his time which
assigned a different position to women than ours. If women today have
a different position assigned to them, it is not by God but by man and
by man in contradiction to God’s law.40

In 14:35, Paul explained that women were not even allowed to ask
questions in the assembly. Rather, if they wished to learn anything, he
instructed them to ask their men at home. These statements, found in
14:34-35, are clearly in the antithetical form. There are two comple-
mentary statements involved. One of the statements is prohibitory (v.
34), and the other is permissive (v. 35). Paul’s permissive statement is:
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“Ask your men at home.” Paul’s prohibition is the converse: “Do not
ask in the assembly.”41

When Paul said “at home” these words are in the emphatic
position. The emphasis is given to “at home.” It is “at home” the
women are to ask their men, not in the assembly. “Because (gar)42 it is
disgraceful for a woman to speak in the assembly.” The word disgrace-
ful (aischron) in this statement is in the emphatic position, being at the
front of the sentence.

The translations that have husbands for aner (men) could be
misleading. Paul was not speaking to wives but rather the two sexes
whether they are married or not.43

Paul gave the third reason why women are not to speak in the
assembly: “Because it is disgraceful.” This type of conduct is dishonor-
able, shameful, and even base.44 Paul did not say it was shameful in the
eyes of the community. He simply said it was a disgrace. He used no
modifier with aischron. The context makes the appeal to the law of
God.

If there were women who wished to increase their knowledge on
anything during the assembly, Paul’s directions were for them to ask
their men at home. If they had no men at home surely Paul would not
have had to suggest whom to ask. The main thought was to do the
asking at home not in the assembly.

Paul then closed this pericope by asking the Corinthians two
questions. He asked them: “Did the word of God originate with you?
Or are you the only people it has reached?” (14:36).

Exerkomai is the word I have translated “originated.” This word
means to come out or to originate. Arndt and Gingrich says the
meaning is: Did the Word of God (Christian preaching) originate with
you? Then Paul asked: Did the Word reach only you?45

Lenski shows that both the source words for “or” (see the ESV and
NKJV) are alike so there is no reason for translating it “what” (see the
KJV and ASV) as many versions do. In both of these questions, “or” is
elliptical: “Or” if this is not your idea, is it this, that from you the Word
of God went out? Or if not this, then that to you alone it came”?46

In these questions “from you” and “to you alone” is emphasized.
Both questions are almost preposterous. The force of the first question
is in the idea that possibly the Corinthians wished to take God’s place
and say the Word originated or was sent out by them. Do they know
better than God? The force of the second question is the thought that
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the Corinthians apparently are the only ones the Word had reached.
Therefore, only they can tell others its meaning. Are the Corinthians so
arrogant that it is not necessary for them to follow the instructions of
God? They should not conduct themselves as if God’s Word was given
to the world by them, or as if only they had received it.

WAS PAUL PREDJUICED TOWARD WOMEN?
Paul’s language should not be taken as an unfriendly attitude

toward women. Rather, his words show a basic understanding and
sympathy toward women. Paul warned the women not to enter an area
of conduct for which she is actually not suited by reason of her very
creation. Paul gave these instructions not only for the good of the
church but also the women.

The women are not to desire to exercise authority over the men.
This is outright tampering with God’s authority and is forbidden.

God created Adam then Eve. She was created for man to be his
suitable helper, (Gen. 2:18-25). In His own wisdom God created the
first humans in such a way that it is natural for the man to lead and the
woman to follow. It seems the tendency for woman to follow was
embedded in Eve when she was created for man’s glory (1 Cor. 11:7-
9). Therefore, it is wrong to reverse this divine principle in public
worship, but for the women to speak in the public worship assembly
amounts to this very reversal. Hendriksen said: “Let not a bird try to
dwell under water. Let not a fish try to live on land. Let not a woman
yearn to exercise authority over a man by lecturing him in public
worship.47 True freedom for women will never be found in exercising
dominion over a man.

It is almost amusing how many scholars have attempted to
circumvent the obvious teaching of Paul in this text. Some writers think
this passage is so harsh that they do not think it was written by Paul,
but rather incorporated later by another writer. One scholar wrote: “One
can hardly imagine, in the light of his own teaching, far less in that of
the subsequent development of the church, that these lines could
possibly represent the great Apostle’s final judgment on the place that
devoted women should take in the life of the church.”48 

BUT WHAT ABOUT WOMEN
PROPHESYING IN THE BIBLE?

Whatever prophesying was done by Philip’s daughters (Acts 21:9)
and the Corinthian women (1 Cor. 11:5), it was performed in such a
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way as not to contradict this text. We find in the Old Testament some
seeming exceptions to the general principle of women’s subjection.49

But, the general rule was that women were to be subject to men. Many
scholars have found great difficulty in trying to harmonize (1 Cor.
11:5) with our text. There, Paul spoke of a woman prophesying and
praying, but then in our text he said women are not even to ask
questions in the assembly. Some think this is a contradiction, others
think Paul changed his mind in chapter 14. Yet, this author sees no
reason to demand that 1 Corinthians 11:1-16 refers to a public
assembly. Paul did not mention the public assembly until verse 17.

WRITINGS OF THE APOSTOLIC “FATHERS”
The writings we have from the “Apostolic Fathers” are not

abundant on this subject, but we are able to draw certain conclusions
from what is available. Note the following.

The Didache (A.D. 90) speaks of certain missionaries who came
after the apostles. Chapter 11 deals with those prophets and there is no
mention that women were among their number. In fact, the articles,
pronouns, and participles that refer to them are all masculine. In chapter
15, the appointment of elders and deacons is discussed and every
regulation concerns men. The word aner is used which refers only to
men.

Clement of Rome, writing in A.D. 96, shows a picture of subjection
concerning the character and work of Christian women.

Ignatius, who died between A.D. 98-117, wrote much about
ecclesiastical arrangements. In all his writings the idea of a deaconesses
is significantly absent. Widows are mentioned but nowhere in his
writings are deaconesses ever mentioned.

Clement of Alexandria, born about A.D. 150, wrote about women
being veiled in the church. However, if women took any part in public
worship other than prayer he never mentions it.

Origen, born about A.D. 185, also places women in a place of
subordination though he does not explain exactly what this subordina-
tion entails, neither does he indicate anything like a deaconesses
existing in his day.

Tertullian, born about A.D. 160, had much to say about women. He
clearly relates women’s subjection to men to the fall. His writings also
clearly show that no liturgical functions were preformed by the women
in the assemblies. He said the following words about the women of
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heretical groups: “The very women of these heretics, how wanton they
are! For they are bold enough to teach, to dispute, to enact exorcisms,
to undertake curses—maybe even to baptize.”50 He referred to Paul’s
teaching in our text to refute this conduct. “For how credible would it
seem that he who has not permitted a woman even to learn with over
boldness, should give a female the power of teaching and of baptizing!
‘Let them be silent’, he says ‘and at home consult their own hus-
bands.’”51 He continued this thought somewhat latter, stating: “It is not
permitted to a woman to speak in the church; but neither is it permitted
her to teach, nor to baptize.”52

From their writings, we note that the “Apostolic Fathers” were of
the conviction that the women of their day were to hold a place of
subjection. Tertullian used our text to combat women who were not
submissive.

CONCLUSION
When one rejects these words of Paul in 1 Corinthians 14:34, he

makes the following mistakes.
1. He shows an improper attitude toward the Word of God.
2. He shows an obvious lack of trust in the wisdom of God.
3. He shows a very questionable attitude toward the Bible, such

as:
a. The Bible is acceptable as long as it does not conflict with

my emotions.
b. The Bible is acceptable as long as it does not conflict with

the wants of man.
Every apostasy from God’s Truth has begun with the above

attitudes. Let us trust in God’s wisdom reflected in His precious Word.
Let us trust His wisdom regarding the submission of women.

God’s wisdom says:
As it is the practice in all the assemblies of God’s
people—you are to let your women keep silence in your
assemblies because they are not allowed to speak. On the
contrary your women are to be submissive to the men just
as the law has taught you. If your women have a desire or
yearning to learn something they are not to ask questions
in the assembly, rather they are to ask their own men and
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this is to be done at home. The reason for this ruling is that
it is dishonorable–disgraceful for a woman to speak in the
assembly. Or if this is not your understanding is this your
idea: that it was from you that God’s word originated? Or
if this is not your reasoning, is it that the Word has reached
you alone.53

Let us never forget Paul’s next statement: “If any man think himself to
be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I
write unto you are the commandments of the Lord” (1 Cor. 14:37).

This author agrees with Albert Barnes’ evaluation of our text. He
comments:

No rule in the New Testament is more positive than this; and
however plausible may be the reasons which may be urged for
disregarding it, and for suffering women to take part in conduct-
ing public worship, yet, the authority of the Apostle Paul is
positive, and his meaning cannot be mistaken ... This rule is
positive, explicit, and universal. There is no ambiguity in the
expressions.54

It should be made clear that subjection does not signify inferiority,
and that being head does not make one superior. Women are authorized
by the new covenant to sing and confess the name of Christ in our
assemblies (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). Why would they even desire to do
what God forbids? When religious people allow women to preach and
lead in their worship assemblies they are disregarding God’s Law. How
could one really be praising Him when ignoring His will? “Whatever
place we assign to women in our church practices today dare not
contravene her divinely ordained subjection.”55

ENDNOTES
1 Scripture references are from the King James Version unless otherwise noted.
In attempting to establish my text I have compared the following translations:
ASV, NASV, NIV, Confaternity, RSV, Moffatt, Amplified, NEB, Living, The
Emphasized New Testament, The New Testament in the language of Today,
Berkley Version, The 20th Century New Testament, etc. The major variation
is the location of these verses in this chapter. This problem will be discussed
latter. This translation is a combination of The Interlinear Greek-English New
Testamaent (which contains the Nestle’s Greek Text with a literal English
translation of The Expositor’s Greek Testament (edited by W. Robertson
Nicoll), American Standard Version 1971), Revised Standard Version (1946),
as well as the author’s attempt at translation.
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2 This is the date proposed by Donald Guthrie in his work, New Testament
Introduction, 411. It is not possible to be certain about the date. This date is
likely the most widely held although some think the epistle was written even
earlier. Harnack suggests 53, Turner 55, Ramsey 56, Thiessen 54, or 55 and
Tenny 55.
3 Note: 1 Cor. 16:8-9, Acts 20:31:19:8, 10, 21-22.
4 Mostly Western witnesses transpose these verses (D,F.G, Ambrosiaster
Sedulius Scotus etc.): “in codex Fuldensis they were inserted by Victor of
Capus in the margin after verse 33 without removing them from their place
farther down. Such scribal alterations represent attempts to find a more
appropriate location in the context for Paul’s directive concerning women.”
Bruce Metzger, A Textual Commentary on the Greek New Testament, (London,
United Bible Societies, 1971), 565. These witnesses include these verses after
verse 33 (46, Sinaitic, A.B.K, etc.). The Greek New Testament, Kurt Alland,
Matthew Black, Bruce Metzger, Allan Wikgree, eds., (London, UK: United
Bible Societies, 1966), 611.
5 For more information on this contextual difficulty see page 6, 7, 13. Also
Note: Neil R. Lightfoot, The Role of Women: New Testament Perspectives
(Student Association Press, 1978), 29.
6 Evidence in favor of this conclusion: (Margin of Wescott and Hort, Bover,
Nestle, British edition of Nestle, ASV, RSV < N.T., a Translation for
Translators, Jerusalem Bible, Second, VBS text). The witnesses against this
placement (Textus Receptus, Westcott and Hort, KJV, English Revised,
Margin of NEB). The Greek New Testament, Alland, lack, Metzger, Wikgreen.
7 R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpretation of St. Paul’s First and Second Epistles to
the Corinthians, (Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg Publishing House, 1963), 614-
620.
8 Garland Elkins, Thomas B. Warren, eds., The Living Messages of the Books
of the New Testament (Jonesboro, AR: National Christian Press, 1976), 129.
9 Ralph P. Martin, New Testament Foundations: A Guide for Christian Students
(Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1978), 2:171.
10 Of course, secondly, the epistle is to encourage these brethren to be faithful
to the will of God.
11 This is a summary from Thiessen, Introduction to the New Testament, 205.
12 R.C.H. Lenski, 614.
13 Joseph Henry Thayer, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (Grand
Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1970), 584.
14 William F. Arndt, Wilbur Gingrich, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament (Chicago, IL: The University of Chicago Press, 1979), 749.
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15 Silence must be understood in the context used by Paul in this passage. Paul
is forbidding public speaking by women in the assembly.
16 W.E. Vine, An Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words (Old Tappan,
NJ: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1966), 240.
17 Arndt and Gingrich, 195-196.
18 Gerhard Kittel, ed., Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (Grand
Rapids, MI: William .B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1978), 3:506.
19 Thayer, 195-196.
20 Notice: 1 Cor. 6:4; 14:26; Acts 14:27.
21 The following translate “ekklesia” assemblies in verse 34: Lenski, The
Expositor’s Greek Testament, Living Bible, Moffatt translates – gatherings of
the Church, The Emphasized New Testament The Church Meeting, New
English Bible – the meeting, Living Letters – the Church Meeting, the
Twentieth Century New Testament – the meetings of the Church. It should
also be noted this same Greek word which I have preferred to translate
assemblies is the same word used in verse 33b which I have also translated
assemblies on the same grounds, following the Emphasized New Testament.
22 Thayer, 109.
23 James Strong, The Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible (McLean, VI: Mac
Donald Publishing Company), 20.
24 Marvin R. Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI:
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1977), 4:225.
25 This same word is used by Paul in 1 Tim. 2:12 in which Paul does not permit
a woman to teach in authority over a man, but to be in silence. In both
passages the same root word is used that is translated subjection or submission.
The word (hesuchia) translated silence in the Timothy passage is not the same
word translated silence in Corinthians. Silence in Timothy has the idea of
Tranquility, peacefulness, self contained etc.
26 Lenski, 615.
27 Blackwelder, Light From the Greek New Testamen, (Grand Rapids, MI:
Baker Book House, 1976), 56.
28 Ibid.
29 Note: (1 Cor. 14:2-6, 9, 11, 13, 18-19, 21, 23, 27-30).
30 Note: (Rom. 7:1; 15:18; 2 Cor. 2:17; 4:13; 11:17, Eph. 4:25; Phil. 1:14; Tit.
2:1, 15). It is also interesting to note how other New Testament writers used
this word meaning to speak: (1 Pet. 3:10; 1 Jn. 4:5; 3 Jn. 14; Mt. 9:18;13:3; Lk.
22:47; Mk. 4:33 and Lk. 8:48).
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31 Neil R. Lightfoot, The Role of Women: New Testament Perspectives
(Memphis, TN: Student Association Press, 1078), 31.
32 Thayer, 235.
33 Strong, 71, 74-75.
34 Vine, 86.
35 Thayer, 645.
36 Notice these passages where the same word is used by Paul: (Rom. 8:7;
10:3; 13:1; 1 Cor. 15:27; Eph. 1:22; 5:22; Col. 3:18, and Tit. 2:5).
37 Thayer, 316.
38 William Barclay, The Letters to the Corinthians (Pennsylvania, PA: The
Westminister Press, 1956), 151.
39 H.D. Spence, Joseph S. Exou, eds, The Pulpit Commentary (Grand Rapids,
MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1962), 19:483.
40 Lenski, 620.
41 Blackwelder, 57.
42 Note: earlier discussion on gar.
43 Aner is translated men, man, husband, sir, etc. Context aids in determining
whether we translate man or husband. In 1 Cor.11: 3; 13:11, we note it is man,
in 1 Cor. 7 husband as well as Eph. 5.
44 Note the way Paul used this word in Eph. 5:12. The same word is also used
in 1 Cor. 11:6.
45 Arndt, Gingrich, 275.
46 Lenski, 619.
47 William Hendriksen, New Testament Commentary, (Grand Rapids, MI:
Baker Book House, 1970), 109.
48 George Buttrick, ed., The Interpreter’s Bible (Memphis, TN: Abingdon
Press, 1953), 10:213.
49 Note: (Jgs. 4:4; 2 Kgs. 22:14; Isa. 8:3; Lk 2: 36-38).
50 Charles Caldwell Ryrie, The Place of Women in the Church, (Chicago, IL:
Moody Press, 1968). 120.
51 Ibid.
52 Ibid.
53 This is a paraphrase of this author after his research on this text.
54 Albert Barnes, Notes on the New Testament, (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book
House, 1979), 5:274-275.
55 Lenski, 620.



330 Women and the Law of Silence



H.D. Simmons 331



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


